Spengler speaks of a civilization as a "culture organism**.
"Culture, like an individual, is a more or less consistent
pattern of thought and action".1 The whole is something
more than the sum of all its parts, it is a unique and new
entity* Gun-powder is not merely a sum of sulphur, salt-
petre and charcoal, but something different from all of
them. Similarly, a pattern of culture is not merely an
aggregate of its culture traits but a new entity. "Culture,
likewise, are more than the sum of their traits"*2 Dhi-
rendra Nath Roy speaks of a civilization being an "orga-
nism", and of Indian civilization being "organic in the full
sense of the term".3 According to Lowes Dickinson,
"Civilization is a whole. Its art, its religion, its way of life,
all hang together with its economic and technical develop-
ment".4 "In every type of civilization," said Bronislaw
Malinowski, "every custom, material object, idea, and belief
fulfills some vital function, has some task to accomplish,
represents an indispensable part within a working whole".
Verrier Elwin, in his Presidential Address to the Anthro-
pological Section of the Indian Science Congress, Delhi,
advanced a similar view regarding the cultures of the
aboriginals in India. Each culture was an organic and
integrated whole, all the traits of which were vital to its
existence.

5. Life-Cycles of Cultures

Spengler went farthest in conceiving of cultures as
organic units.   He not only called them "culture-organisms"
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